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Nassau County 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
!Housing Element {HI) 
Goals, Objectives and Policies 

Goal 3.0 

:r-he-Gounty-51tall Assisi: i:he ll rivaie sectoi' to IJl'OVi(le cmtl maintain an adet:auaie inventm·y of' 
~ecent, safe and smtUm·y hous ing in suHCJble noighliOrhom~g r;1~ afi"m•dabie C@6t~:> i o mae~ 
~he need of the present ami fuf uro meide nig o~ 'Ut<:> Co m1\ly . 

OBJECTIVE 3.0-:t-H.01 

The Counl.y ,G{Ifi-Ag-tfle--pefiod-,-200040-H) shall assist the private sector in the provision of 
affordable housing un its to satisfy the demand of tl1e existing and projected population, and of 
hous ing fo r special needs housel1olds. 

Policy 3.Q-.1.Q-:l. H.01.01 

gy 2003, The Land Development ~lations Code (LDC) shall pFeviae-a---proGess i ncludin@~ 
incentives which encourage the use of Planned Unit Developments (PUDs) and mixed use 
deve lopments-,---afl4 which w ill offer a variety of housing types. The LDC shall include provisions 
for an affordable hous ing dens ity bonus jm}v-ision- for PUDs and similar planned development 
projects,---allewi-Afj-9-ligi91e--affor-dai31&-Roosffig---projects-to receive-up-t~o-densit:y-eonHS--base€1 
en--tAe--fe~owing ta91e. The maximum density bonus for each FLUM designation will be 
established by the policies of the Future Land Use Element. Eligible projects must provide 
housing units that meet the criteria for "affordable" as defined in Sec. 420.0004 (3), Florida 
Statutes. for a period of no less than five (5) years. 

Poli~ 

3y-2G03-;-tf-:le--Gounty-sl-lall-re-v-iew-a+lG-amend--wl~efe-ofletessary-B I~-iJevemment--oFtli-Ha-nGes-,codes 
aml---per-mitting-f)raBtJoos-te--en-sHr-e--effieiC+lGY-ii-Hile housing--deli-ve.y-process-wl+He---wntinlliA€Hg 
on SH ro tf-:le-hea lth,welfa Fe-a n€1---safety--ef--the citi zemy-and-the--i ntegfi-ty-Qt-na t ura I re-soo FGO&: 

Policy 3.01 .03 

The-bafl61-Qeve lopmen~-egHiatioR-6---Sha ll-contiAlofe-to--in-tl~;Jde--criteria-feF--the--loeatieR---Bf--Aou~ng 
pFejeG-ts-fGf--tRe--el90fly.-an<:H nsti tution-al-ho~;Jsi ng-wl-liel~-sf-:la4l--c--en s i dor:---a€€essi-bil i t~--enVOf1 ience 
an-G--i llfrastruGWfe--avaHa-bUHy-,-

Policy 3.0--:f.-04 H.01.02 

Wi-thin-on-e-year of a9ei3tlon--of-the EAR based- pl8+l-8-mO+lament-,----ti he County's Land 
Development Reglllat~BRS Code shall ensure the continued permitting of manllfatillfed modular 
and mobile homes in residentia l areas of the County in accordance w ith Sec. 553.38, Florida 
Statutes. 
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Policy~ H.01.03 

The GeH-A~9~te9 Land Development ~glllatieRS Code shall ffi€1ude permi t the use of 
innovative land development techniques su€h as zef9--IGt-line----j3eFmiltiA§-aRcl-f31aRne€1-wlH 
Eleveleprnoot--aH4-4lse-ef-sma+ler-sR99-lets--as and allow for density bonuses fef to encourage 
construction of affordable housing units. 

Policy H.01.04 

The County shall explore partnerships with the private sector. wi th the business sector and also 
community-based non-profit housing providers. to develop affordable housing. 

OBJECTIVE 3.{)2 H.02 

The County shall establish and maintain programs, to identify substandard housing conditions 
and which will work towards the elimination ol' 60-o/G--Gf substandard housing by---2000. €st-ablish 
progFafAS-te-ideRtify-st:lbstanda!ti-ReusiR@-BenditieRS. 

Policy H.02.01 

The County shall coordinate efforts. such as State Housing Initiatives Program (SHIP), Housing 
Finance Authority (HFA) approvals. and the HUD housing choice voucher program (Section 8) 
into a seamless strategy to eliminate substandard housing. 

Policy H.02.02 

The County shall encourage inti!! development by facilitating infrastructure to infill areas. removing 
blighting influences. stabilizing neighborhoods. and providing private developers with information 
regarding available funding. 

PGIIsy 3.02.01-

Policy J.02.Q.2 H.02.03 

The County shall actively seek available federa l and/or state funding for the demolition or 
rehabilitation of substandard housing. 

OBJECTIVE J.{)J H.03 

The County wUI-t'leiJ3-ass~f€-tl::lat provide for adequate sites and distribution of housing for low and 
moderate income persons will be available. 
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Policy J.OJJ» H.03.01 

The County shall publicize, through news releases, informational brochures, ancl-public meetings, 
and internet resources that it supports private development of affordable housing as defined 
here in and encourages developers to avail themselves of County~ t~;On ing--an~rocedur-al support 
to site and construct affordable housing in the County. 

Policy 3.03.02 H.03.02 

Distribute pub licly assisted housing throughout the County to provide for a wide variety of 
neighborhood settings for low and moderate income persons and to avoid undue concentration in 
any one neighborhood. 

Policy H.03.03 

The County shall coordinate with the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to identify federal. 
state and other sources of funding. such as Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds 
and Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program funds. earmarked for very low. low. and moderate 
income housing and actively pursue those funds for local use by applying for funds when 
appropriate. The county sha ll also assist and support private applicants applying for these funds. 

Policy H.03.04 

The County shall continue to share in an inter-county housing bond program in order to provide 
below market rate loans to very low. low. and moderate income households for home purchases. 
The county shall inform financia l institutions of the availability of the bond program. 

Policy H.03.05 

The County may pursue the use of accessory dwelling units as an affordable. rental option for 
verv-low-. low-. and moderate-income residents. based on a legislative finding by the County that 
there exists a shortage of affordable rental units within the County pursuant to Sec. 163.31771 . 
Florida Statutes. An ordinance adopted under this provision would require any building permit 
application for an accessory dwelling unit to be accompanied by an affidavit from the applicant 
attesting that the unit will be rented at a rate affordable to very-low-. low-. or moderate-income 
residents for a minimum time period. 

To saunter the high cost of land-fer-construetioA-Bf-a.ffor<lable--f!oosifi~Re-Gount.y-sAa+l-adof3t 
hanG--Gevelopmen~~lliatioos-t-Hat-inGiudEH3ut-Aot-9e-Hmit~e-tRe use of-innovative land 
aeve!opffient--tectmif!ues-such as zero let-m:le-and-pla!lRed unit devBiof3rneAt,--aeA-Sity-Genuses, 
tfansklrs of-Gevele(3ment-fi9-Rts,-tanG-coBt-write-tlewns, tax i nGr-emen~f!Ging--and-pu-91-ic/pr ivate 
J38ftf!OFshifl-¥0A~ 
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Pelicy 3.03.05 

+Re--baA€1--Qevel epment-Re§t:JiatieAs-sf.lall-i n GI{Jae-tfiteFia-te-p romote-iAf~lkleve I opmern.., 

P-Giicy-3,.03.{16 

+Ae-Gounty-BI:lall-make---Hse-of-iAteFgevemmental-coordil'lB-OOA-agreemel-1ts-ffi-mitigat~AiHg 
eeA.flict&.-

Policy H.03.06 

The County shall implement relevant strategies of the Local Housing Assistance Plan (LHAP) 
through provisions in the Land Development Code that provide expedited permitting, density 
bonuses and other incentives for qualifying affordable housing. 

OBJECTIVE 3.-04 H.04 

The County shall assure that sites for §HHlp-homes group and foster care facilities, community 
residential homes and assisted living facilities will be available at suitable locations to ensure that 
the needs of persons requiring such housing are met. 

Policy 3,.Q4..,0-1. H.04.01 

The County shall e-stablish abide by non-discriminatory standards by-aal:leFiH~.o-State-afltl 
Federal law in evaluating and providing for the location of group homes and foster care facilities in 
the county, pursuant to GR-apter 42.3601 42 . 363-:1,-YR~ted---State--GeEle-(al-sEHffiewn-a-s-t-Re-Feflera l 
~if.--HGHSiflg Act) aR€1--Gl~apter 760.20 760.37, FleFiaa--Statutes (alse kRown--a&--#l~tate-~r 
l=tel:lsi-A§-Aet} Sees. 419.001, 429.445, and 780.26. Florida Statutes. 

+he-Gount~rne-the-zBffiA€)-£9€1e-and-develeH{jjfle-lines-fofO-i3lacement--ef-tlifferent 
Gffisse&Bfijfe~mes-tl-'lat-wHI-Be-pem~itted-ifl-ai3prepFiate-reside-ffiiai-Heighbor+leeG& 

Policy H.04.02 

The Land Development Code sha ll include criteria for the location of group and foster care 
facilities. community residential homes and assisted living facilities in the least restrictive 
environment while considering existing development. accessibility. convenience and 
infrastructure availability. 

Policy J..Q4.0.J H.04.03 

Community-based residential facilities shall continue to be provided adequate sites in locations 
within the residential or institutional areas of Nassau County. 
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Policy J.O~A H.04.04 

Nassau County shall require group homes and care faci lities applicants to obtain appropriate 
permits from the State Department of Children and Families. 

Policy 3 .04.03.6 H.04.05 

The County shall provide demographic and technical information to private and non-profit 
sponsors willing to develop group and foster ca re facilities for county residents. 

Policy 3 .04:-03GH04.06 

The County sl1all enact regulations requiring that all foster and group home developments include 
barrier-free design features. 

Policy J.O~O H.04.07 

The County shall revise its land development regulations to allow group homes and foster care 
faci lities in all residential districts. Group homes must obtain a valid license from the Department 
of Children and Families and meet all the dimensional and separation requirements of Cl1. 419 
F.S. 

OBJECTIVE 3 .05 H.05 

The County shall ensure uniform and equitable treatment for persons and businesses displaced 
by state and local government programs will be provided consistent with Sec. 421.55 F.S. 

Policy 3~05.0-=1- H.05.01 

Pursuant to Sec. 421.55. Florida Statutes, the County will he lp to assure that reasonably located, 
standard housing at affordable costs is ava ilable to persons displaced througl1 public action prior 
to the ir displacement. 

Policy J.O~-A-H.05. 02 

Pursuant to Sec. 421.55. Florida Statutes, residents displaced by housing rehabilitation and 
redevelopment or other publicly-initiated activities shall be provided wit11 a-list-ef information on 
possible housing opportunities and financial assistance to expedite their relocation. 

OBJECTIVE 3 . .06 H.06 

W~tAiR-GRe-yeaF-ef-EAR-Basefl-;llaA-amendment-a9eptieR,-t I he Coun1.y shall identify state, 
federal and private funding and technical assistance programs to preserve its historically 
significant housing. ~mplemef\tatieR-ef-tRese-pmgm-ms-sflalt-9e-GRQeing-tl1roug~ 
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Policy l.Q6..()..:1. H.06.01 

By 2003, t I he County shall conduct an ongoing survey in cooperation with the Florida 
Department of ·state, Division of Histo rica l Preservation, to identify all residential structures with 
historical significance and ensure their registration on the State Master Site File. 

Policy 3.06.02 H.06.02 

The County shall form a committee to address protection of historic resources within the 
unincorporated County. 

Policy H.06.03 

The County sha ll coordinate with the municipalites within the County in preserving historic 
housing. 

OBJECTIVE 3-D-7 H.07 

The County shall adopt regulations in the Land Development Regt~lations Code that suppor'c ancl 
implement the housing goals and objectives of the Housing Element of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Tfle-GGH~II-eRsHf€--tt:lat----tRe-usef-ul-llfe-Gf-.existin~l lin~•iiJ-be.-.c-ensePJed-and 
A~emeeckjualfty-wflt-ee-improveG: 

GBJECTIVE 3.08 

By-20Q.a.,--tJ.le-RHmGef-Gf--lOw-inGGme-Re~RGI€1~AQ-11lOf€--tt:l~Q.%---gf-their iAcome-fGf 
J.leHS!Ag-wst&wHI--Ge-a€1dresseEI--as-set-fortll-below.-

Policy l.Qs.o.:t- H.07.01 

By~Q3,-a 8 11 County c-eEies,--Gf{l inances, regulations ,-poliGies and procedures regarding 
residential development review and construction shall be reviewed by the-PIBAfliAg-Department 
County Staff to determine their impact on housing development costs. Tflose--GOHIJ30ROHts-wJ.liBI-1 
l:lHHecessar~ly--iAGfeaSO Staff shall make recommendations to streamline or eliminate regulations 
or procedures which impact the cost of housing without impairing the health, san itation, fire 
safety, structural integrity and maintenance requirements slla1t-e&elimiHate€1. 

Tfle-GG~'la-U-eAco~:~r=a~flfilk!evelopment by faGilitatiA§-iAfHlstructure te inf~ ll-areas, removffi§ 
bli§MA!)-infiHeRGOS,--Stabilizing neighberJ:l<>ods, and J3FGv-lding--pFivate--deve!G~eFs-wHMRformation 
fO~g-available-HffitliflQ-;-
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+AEH;eunty-shal l-weF€1iAate-w~th-th~efida-l=lel:lsing-~inaBoo-Geri)Oratiorl-tG-it!efl4ify-federal, 

state-and-other-sources of-fl:lndiAfJ-.Sl:lffi-a&-Gemmunity-Qevelef3ment-Bioek-Gfallt--{GQBG-)--faR€is 
aB€1-l.-ew-IBcen~e--Flousi ng-+ ax C res it-Pre§ ra m-f l:Hlas,ea Fma rkeG--feF-Very low, lew,--afl€1-mode rate 
income-heusiAg--a-F~4-actively---(3l:lfS!le--these-fun€fs---fer-leGal-use-by--aJ3J3IYing-for-f~Jn~len 
aftf3FGf3fiate-:--:r-Ae-county-shall--alsEK~-Ssist-an€1-sHf3peft-pfivate-apf1I~Gants-applyin§-fBHRe6e-fund&: 

+Ae-County-shal l-eenl-inHe-te-share-in-aH-ffiteF-GGl:lllty-housiAfj--Ben€1-program-iA-Gf€1er-to-r3Fev~4e 
l3elew--n~ar:ket-fate-leans-te--vOfY--4~ewoaflG-me€1efa~AGOme-Aeusehelds-for~eme-pl:lFChase&: 
:file county siK!II-iAfBm-Himmcial institutiens-ef-the availabilily-Bf-.the-bond pi'OfJFaAl:· 

Policy 3 .08~5 H.07.02 

WHhin-:t-&-ment-Hs-ef--adoptio~e-€AR-basee-a-m6fl€l-ments,t I he County sha ll cont inuous!~ 
assess its existing permit processing procedure for the purpose of improving efficiency, reducing 
delays and lowering costs and remaining in compliance with statutory requirements. 

:f-he-Goun-ty-shalktfive-to-take--tf:l&AeGeSSary-steps-tB--el+miFtate-Eiela-y-s-i-A-t-He-review--ef-a#eftl.a91e 
heu-sing-tlevelof)ment pFejects-:-lfl-Breer to define-delay,-tl1e-wunty-Rere9-y-establishes----#le 
feUewiB€J--A'18*im~o~ m-ti mefra.mEl&-f.e~=--a f3f*GV8H4fGjeGts-when--a n--a f3J3Iica n t-p~tle-s-Reeded 
i-AfBrnlation-in-a-timely--maAneF.-Adrni~strative-ai3fHBval-&-tlaysr-Minor--sit9-f3la-A----&-weeks~AajeF 
site-plan---4-week-s;--Si3e~a I OXCOJ3HGA-af3preval---8-week&.-

WAOfleve~ese-fOView-times-iAGfease--9y-:t.aG-%--er:-mere-Gue--te-#le-werk--load--of-th~ew-sta#; 
t-He-€eu-Rt-y--will-90fliR-pr~e~§ the review-of a ffersa b le----Aol! si R§-€levelef3Jne-Ht--j3fGjec! 
at:tf1lication &.-1 R-i1fier-Hi-RAQ-affor-Gaele--AeHSiflfj-d eve I eprnent-p reject-a pf'llieatleAS;-staff- wW 
sched u le-affeF€1ahle--A e1:1-si nQ-i3 reject a f1pl~ca lions- feF--fe-V-iew-befeFEl--Bt-Aer----types---G4reject 
apf3lica lions-to-en Sl:J r:e---#!at-maxi rn u m-rev-iew-t~mef r-a mes-a re--net--exceed ed --fer-a#oF€1Wie--ho u sin €J 
f*Giect&: 

Policy H.07.03 

To eliminate dela~s in the review of affordable housing developments as defined l1erein. the 
Count~ will create a distinct site plan review classification which will include affordable housing 
developments and will provide for shortened review times. The County rna~ also consider 
reduced application fees and deferral of impact fees for qualifying developments. 
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Policy J.,Ogm H.07.04 

As part of the adoption process for any county regulation, which could affect housing 
development, county ~la~ming staff sha ll assess the anticipated impact of the proposed regulation 
on the cost of housing based on a professiona lly acceptable methodology. When proposed 
regulatory activities are anticipated to increase the estimated cost per unit for the development of 
housing~ .. the assessment sha ll include aR projections of the estimated increased cost per unit 
proje&tion. The Planning & Zoning Board shall consider the regulation's effect on housing cost in 
making their recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners. The Board of County 
Commissioners will consider the financial impact in making its final decision on the adoption of 
any proposed regulations. 

OBJECTIVE H.08 

The CountY. shall provide an adequate and diversified housing supply to ensure that the transition 
of its economy into a diversified regional employment center. 

Policy H.08.01 

The County shall use the Future Land Use Element of the Comprehensive plan as tool to achieve 
an appropriate jobs-to-housing ba lance. 

Policy H.08.02 

The County shall discourage patterns of urban sprawl by providing a sufficient supply of housing 
in close proximity to employment centers within the Urban Development Area as shown on the 
Development and Preservation Framework found in the background data and analysis for this 
Plan, promoting a compact mixture of residential and non-residential uses. and where public 
infrastructure and services exist or are planned. 

OBJECTIVE H.09 

The County shall encourage energy efficiency in the design and construction of new residential 
housing. 

Policy H.09.01 

Policy H.09.02 

The County shall develop an incentive program to encourage residential construction that meets 
the energy efficiency criteria of the United States Green Bui lding Council (USGBC) Leadership in 
Energy and Environmenta l Design (LEED) rating__§ystems, Florida Green Building Coalition 
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(FGBC) certification, US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Energy Star program. or a 
similar third-party green building certification. The incentive program may include educational 
materials, expedited permitting, and/or gublic recognition. 

Policy 1-1.09.03 

The County shall, through the Land Development Code, promote the use of renewable energy 
resources by allowing appropriate placement of structures for the generation of wind and solar 
energy to be perm itted in residential areas. 

Policy 1-1.09.04 

The County shall continue to enforce the minimum energy efiiciency requirements of the Florida 
Building Code through administration of the County's Land Development Code. 
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